WHAT ARE THE JEWS

barbaric  oppression in their homeland. Palestine,
naturally, suggests itself.

The persecution of the Jews in Germany has also
increased the belief in the theoretical thesis that the
Jews are a separate nation. The experience which
inclined the Russian Jews to Jewish nationalism now
affects the German Jews. The reasoning is plausible,
and, for that reason, all the more harmful unless it is
true. It runs like this. The Jews of Germany con-
sidered themselves nationally a part of Germany^ and
now see what has happened to them ! They rejected
" Jewish " culture and gave themselves up altogether
to German culture. In their life, thought, and feeling
they considered themselves integrated within the
German nation, and now they are not only rejected,
but cruelly mistreated* They must have been
wrong. The conclusion sounds logical. It calls for
close examination because it touches the very heart
of our subject. If the German Jews were wrong in
considering and feeling themselves an integral part
of the German nation, then the same must be true of
English and other Jews in relation to their respective
nations. The conclusion would be inevitable that
Jews have no share in any national life, and that if they
wanted such a share, it would have to be in a separate
nation of their own*